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The history of Europe into the First World War is still to be written from the police's point of
view, in spite of the frequent claim of "constraint"' in the conflict's historiography. Classically
marking the break between the 19™ and the 20™ centuries, the First World War is more than a
separation between two periods. It is a deep historiographic void on both national and European
scales. From a Europe-wide perspective, while the comparative approach carried out by Jonas
Campion and confronting the cases of the Belgian, French and Dutch gendarmeries focuses on the
end of the Second World War?, the book published under G. H. Blaney's supervision covers the
inter-war period®’. Mainly dealing with the first worldwide conflict, the recent study of military
justices “— in spite of its essential character — is but one part of a far larger whole. The same goes for
the extensive collection on crime and violence in the modern period®. In the French history of the
gendarmeries, the books focusing on the 19" century often stop in 1914, while most of the research
works carried out on the 20" century primarily deal with the Second World War. It is only in recent
years that pioneering research have shown a specific interest for this intermediary phase (these
research works were mainly carried out a the University of Paris-Sorbonne in relation with the
research seminar entitled "Acteurs, pratiques et représentations de la sécurité. Gendarmes, policiers,
pompiers, soldats, magistrats et société, XIX°-XXI° siecles" (Actors, practices and representations
of security. Gendarmes, police officers, firemen, soldiers, magistrates and society, 19"-21*
centuries) led by Jean-Noél Luc and Arnaud Houte, among which the comprehensive study by
Louis-Napoléon Panel®), as a short but intense period which was very different from the one that
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preceded it and the one that followed it. In spite of their substantial contribution, these research
works cannot possibly provide a comprehensive view of such a rich and complex topic. Besides,
they do not fit in the more global framework of the plurality and interaction of police forces.
Studied for the 18™ and 19" centuries in the framework of the ANR project entitled SYSPOE
(systeémes policiers européens (police systems in Europe)), this framework and the related practices
have been little analysed, up to now, for the first part of the Third Republic, except for a few rare
research works’.

Therefore, the comparative history of the police forces as a whole during the First World
War still needs to be written. As peace economy became a war-focused production system, the
order-keeping forces as a whole had to adapt to these new conditions, as emblematically
exemplified by Jules Sébille: head of the mobile brigades before 1914, he reported to generalissimo
Joffre during the conflict, then became the head of the police general services (services généraux de
police) in Alsace and Lorraine in order to reorganise and frenchify them after victory. A
comparative approach is necessary, not only because the First World War imposed comparable
activity conditions to European countries at war, and to some extent, to neutral countries, but also
because it enables to highlight the great similarities between police systems from the perspective of
"police circulations", which led the institutions to observe one another, to create hybrid organisation
and working methods and to influence one another. This process, which has already been studied
for civil forces®, has also been observed by studying the case of the French model of gendarmerie,
which can also be found — for instance — in Germany, Belgium or Italy. This model's propagation
and adaptation, in Europe and beyond, have already been discussed in the framework of an
international conference entitled Les gendarmeries dans le monde, de la Révolution francaise a nos
Jjours® (Gendarmeries in the world, from French Revolution to present day). The broad comparative
approach in a European perspective, aimed at establishing transnational characteristics, can only
reach its goal by taking into account the singularities that existed between several countries (for
instance, the gendarmerie prévétale was a full-fledged part of the gendarmerie in France, Belgium
and Germany, whereas this body was an autonomous force in the United Kingdom, known as the
Royal Military Police), but also within the same state, for example within the French gendarmerie,
between the departmental gendarmerie, the gendarmerie prévétale, the maritime gendarmerie and
the Republican Guard. As a matter of fact, the organisation and employment conditions of these
forces were different during the war. Besides, the study of European police bodies and gendarmeries
should not be restricted to Europe only. Indeed, the conflict had a global dimension, as some of the
warring powers had colonial empires that suffered from the consequences of the conflict, one way
or the other. This integration of the colonial sphere is all the more interesting as it corresponds to a
surge in studies on colonial police forces in European historiographies'’, as testified to by Sven
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Schepp for the German part with the Territorial Police in German South-West Africa''.

The aim of this conference is to open new perspectives rather than to bring complete and
final answers in a particularly wide, complex and recent historiographic field. The reflection axes
on this topic could include the following questions: to what extent did the war change the
organisation, the activities and the priorities of police forces ? What was the role played by
European ex officio police officers and gendarmes, such as the Italian carabinieri'?, or on an
individual level, such as many French gendarmes, in the battles of the First World War? What was
the part played by the police forces and the gendarmeries in the disorders and protests (for instance,
the police strike in the United Kingdom') or in the crimes of the time (participation to the
Armenian genocide'*)? To what extent did the gendarmes and the police become more militarised at
the end of the conflict, as suggested by the example of the Italian carabinieri®? To what extent did
the war, through the contacts among the Allied forces or between the occupants and the occupied,
favour the police circulations? Did the war become a catalyst of trends at work before the war, or on
the contrary, did it undermine them?
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